What does Illinois Charitable Trust Bureau provide? – A Basic Guidance
	Overview
The Charitable Trust Bureau oversees various matters related to charitable organizations who fundraise, manage charitable funds, or operate as a nonprofit in Illinois. We register and review nonprofits, oversee charitable trusts, investigate cases where the funds are inadequately used, and provide resources to help organizations stay compliant and transparent, including our online portal, Illinois Attorney General Charitable Trust Online Filing System. This portal is designed to provide guidance of the filing process for charitable organizations, which could be accessed through this link:
 https://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/consumer-protection/charities/ 



Q. Our organization manages or is connected to a charitable trust. What does the Bureau do related to this?
A: The Bureau oversees charitable trusts operating in Illinois to ensure they are managed in accordance with their charitable purposes. For instance, we review trust documents to ensure that the terms are consistent with Illinois law and monitor trustee activities to ensure that assets are handled according to the trust's purpose. If we do find out that the activities do not align with the charitable purpose, we may petition the Court to modify the trusts so that the organization can continue to carry out the donor's original charitable intent. 

Q. Does the Bureau get involved in investigations or court matters?
A: Yes. When a complaint or concern is raised about a charitable organization, the Bureau carefully reviews the matter to ensure that charitable assets are being used appropriately. If it turns out through investigation that an organization has violated charitable trust laws, misused funds, or engaged in deceptive fundraising practices, the Bureau may take action to correct the issue and protect the public’s interest in charitable giving. Moreover, the Bureau reviews or participates in court proceedings involving charitable assets such as trustee appointments, settlements, or dissolutions of nonprofits, in order to ensure that charitable interests are consistently dedicated to charitable purposes. 

Q. Our organization is planning major changes such as merger, dissolution, or large asset transfer. Does the Bureau get involved?
A: Yes. The Bureau helps safeguard charitable assets during major organizational changes by reviewing significant transactions such as mergers or consolidations with other nonprofits, dissolutions or significant asset transfers involving large charitable properties or funds. The aim is ensure that no assets are diverted for private gain and that donors’ contributions are honored.

Q. What services are available to organizations for filing guidance?
A: The Illinois Attorney General’s Office has initiated the Illinois Attorney General Charitable Trust Online Filing System, which is an online portal to help you with the entire process of filing. The portal will assist the organization in completing, submitting, and paying fees for necessary filings. 
 The range of forms includes: initial registrations, annual/ 6-month reports such as such as the AG990-IL or CO-17 forms, community benefits reports, or requests for extensions.

